NONPROVISIONAL PATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



OLIFF & Berridge, PLC Attorney Docket No.: 108359 

P.O. Box 19928 

Alexandria, Virginia 22320 Date: January 17, 2001 

Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

Facsimile: (703)836-2787 BOX PATENT APPLICATION 

Customer Number: 25944 NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL 

RULE §1.53(b) 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office O 
Washington, D.C. 20231 £ 

Sir: cog^ 

Transmitted herewith for filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .53(b) is the nonprovisional patent application — 

CO<X\ ; 

For (Title): ELEMENT ORGANIZATION SUPPORT APPARATUS, ELEMENT ORGANIZATION U° ] 
SUPPORT METHOD AND STORAGE MEDIUM 1 " 

By (Inventors): Yoshihiro MASUDA, Toshiya YAMADA, Yuichi UENO and Katsunori HORII 



Formal drawings (Figs. 1-24: 21 sheets) are attached. 
1^1 A Declaration and Power of Attorney is filed herewith. 
£3 An assignment of the invention to FUJI XEROX CO.. LTD. is filed herewith. 

An Information Disclosure Statement is filed herewith. 
I~l Entitlement to small entity status is hereby asserted. 
□ A Preliminary Amendment is filed herewith. 

I~l Please amend the specification by inserting before the first line the sentence —This nonprovisional application claims 

the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. , filed .-- 

^ Priority of foreign application No. 2000-010915 filed January 19, 2000 in JAPAN is claimed (35 U.S.C. § 1 19). 

A certified copy of the above corresponding foreign application(s) is filed herewith. 
1^1 The filing fee is calculated below: 



CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION AFTER ENTRY OF 
ANY PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT NOTED ABOVE 



FOR: 


NO. FILED 


NO. EXTRA 


BASIC FEE 






TOTAL CLAIMS 


13-20 


= 0 


INDEP CLAIMS 


8 - 3 


= 5 


□ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIMS PRESENTED 



* If the difference is less than zero, enter "0". 



SMALL ENTITY 



OTHER THAN A 
SMALL ENTITY 



RATE 


FEE 


OR 


RATE 


FEE 




$ 355 


OR 




$ 710 


x 9 = 


$ 


OR 


x 18 


$ 


x 40 = 


$ 


OR 


x 80 


$ 400 


+ 135 = 


$ 


OR 


+ 270 


$ 


TOTAL 


$ 


OR 


TOTAL 


$ 1110 



UZ\ Check No. 1 15483 in the amount of $ 1 1 10.00 to cover the filing fee is attached. Except as otherwise noted 

herein, the Director is hereby authorized to charge any other fees that may be required to complete this filing, or 
to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 15-0461. Two duplicate copies of this sheet are attached. 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Thomas J. Pardini 
Registration No. 30,41 1 



JAO:TJP/zmc 



10/98 




PATENT APPLICATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the Application of 

Yoshihiro MASUDA, Toshiya YAMADA, Yuichi UENO 
and Katsunori HORII 

Application No.: New U.S. Patent Applicaiton 

Filed: January 17, 2001 Docket No.: 108359 

For: ELEMENT ORGANIZATION SUPPORT APPARATUS, ELEMENT ORGANIZATION 
SUPPORT METHOD AND STORAGE MEDIUM 

o 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT a. 



Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ^ 
Washington, D.C. 20231 ♦ n ^ =^ 



co cr\ 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

1^1 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits 
in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

£3 2. Relevance of Japanese Patent No. 8-101817 and Japanese Patent No. 9-62733 is 
discussed in the present specification. 

03 3. A concise explanation of the relevance of the Japanese Patent No. 10-326315 
appears in the Appendix attached hereto. 

1^1 4. U.S. Patent No. 5,832,455 corresponds to Japanese Patent Application 
No. 8-101817. 

Respectfully submitted, 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Thomas J. Pardini 
Registration No. 30,41 1 



JAO:TJP/zmc 

Date: January 17, 2001 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 

AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 1 5-046 1 
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Form PTO-1449 
(REV. 8-83) 



US Dept. of Commerce 
PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY DOCKET NO. 
108359 



APPLICATION NO. 
NEW US PATENT 
APPLICATION 



APPLICANTS 

Yoshihiro MASUDA, Toshiya YAMADA, Yuichi UENO and Katsunori 
HORII 



FILING DATE 
January 17, 2001 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 






5,745,687 


04/28/1998 


Randell 










5,768,506 


06/16/1998 


Randell 










5,774,661 


06/30/1998 


Chatterjee et al. 










5,819,270 


10/06/1998 


Malone et al. 










5,832,455 


11/03/1998 


Hayashi et al. 



































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 






JP A 8-101817 


04/16/1996 


JAPAN 










JP A 9-62733 


03/07/1997 


JAPAN 










JP A 10-326315 


12/08/1998 


JAPAN 



































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



T. W. Malone et al., "Tools for inventing organizations: Toward a handbook of organization processes", Proceedings of 
the 2 nd IEEE Workshop on Enabling Technologies Infrastructure for Collaborative Enterprises, pp 20-22, 1993 



T. Kreifelts et al., "Sharing To-Do Lists with a Distributed Task Manager", Proceedings of ECSCW '93, pp 31-46, 1993 



G. Riempp, "Wide Area Workflow Management-Creating Partnerships for the 21 st Century" Springer- Verlag, 1998 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



